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SS-ASPB 
Newsletter of the Southern Section of the American Society of Plant Biologists 

The 2009 Annual Meeting of the ASPB-
Southern Section took place this year at 
the Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel in 
Austin, Texas February 28th-2nd of March, 
and was attended by delegates from 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, Florida and Texas 
representing twelve universities and four 
USDA-ARS facilities. Twenty students 
competed in the graduate student oral 
presentation competition. Eight posters 
were entered in the Aubrey Naylor 
undergraduate poster competition and 
three students competed in the 
undergraduate oral competition. 

Letter from Dr. Kelly Major,  
2007-2008 Chair of the SS-ASPB 

Kriton-Hatzios Symposium on “Nitrogen Metabolism” 
Organized by Dr. Stephen Banks 

Dr.	  Kelly	  Major	  

Dr. Nigel Crawford, Professor of Cell and 
Developmental Biology, Univ. of California, San Diego. 
"Nitrate Regulation of Genes and Genomes” 
 
Dr. Rebecca Dickstein, Professor of Biological Sciences, 
University of North Texas  
“Medicago symbiotic nitrogen fixing nodulation mutants in 
rhizobial invasion: a new link to nitrogen status?” 

Dr. Steve Huber, Professor of Plant Biology and Crop 
Sciences, Univ. of Illinois; USDA/ARS Plant Physiologist 

"Regulation of Nitrate Assimilation and Protein Mobilization" 

We are very pleased to announce 
that Stephen Banks, this year’s 
SS-ASPB chair, has been elected 
as a Fellow of the Institute of 
Biology.  The Institute of Biology 
is a prestigious organization 
operating out of the UK.  The 
considerations for the award of 
Fellow are based not only on 
significant scientific 
achievement, but also personal 
integrity, professional attributes 
and academic qualifications.  We 
certainly are aware of these 
qualities in Steve, and are happy 
to see this recognition on a larger 
scale.  Congrats! 
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Student Presentation Awards 
Graduate Student Oral Presentation: Tiffany Fowler, Texas A&M University, "Analysis of 
PHT4;5, a phloem-localized member of the PHT4 Pi transporter family in Arabidopsis", Major 
Advisor: Wayne Versaw. 

 

Undergraduate Oral Presentation: Michael Wu and Noel Wat, The University of Texas at 
Austin, "Effects of extracellular nucleotides on Arabidopsis root hair growth after removing 
endogenously-deposited extracellular nucleotides using a wash method", Major Advisor: Stanley 
Roux 

 

Undergraduate Poster Presentation: Marta Bjornson, Rice University, "Screening for peroxisome 
function mutants", Major Advisor: Bonnie Bartel 

 

We thank all of the students for their excellent presentations and for participating in the meeting.  
Unfortunately, this year all of the award winners had left the meeting before the awards were made and so we 
have no pictures of the awardees.    

Summary of the ASPB Executive Committee Meeting 

This year’s winter ASPB executive committee meeting 
was held in Rockville at ASPB headquarters on Feb. 7th.  
As the new Southern Section Rep, it was certainly a great 
opportunity for me to get a better idea of how the parent 
society works.  They are certainly highly motivated to 
provide the best services that can to their members and 
are constantly trying to improve the society and how it 
can benefit plant research. 
 
Here’s a summary of the highlights of the meeting: 
Outreach 

Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Scientists  
ASPB exhibited at the Annual Biomedical Research 
Conference for Minority Scientists (ABRCMS). Crispin 
Taylor, MariaElena Zavala [Minor Affairs Committee 
(MAC) chair], and volunteer Beronda Montgomery-
Kaguri, spoke to undergraduate students from across the 
US and Puerto Rico about opportunities in plant 
research. MariaElena has lined up senior NIGMS-NIH 
staffer, Cliff Poodry, to give the MAC talk in Hawaii. 
Working with Cliff, ASPB intends to bring more plant 
science (and plant scientists) to future ABRCMS 
conferences.  

Chinese Society for Plant Physiology Exchange 
Mengmeng (Monica) Yu, the Chinese Society for 
Plant Physiology's Deputy Secretary General 
attended the ASPB exec meeting.  A staff exchange 
between ASPB and CSPP has been set up, with 
Mengmeng in the U.S. during the month of February 
this year, and a senior ASPB staff member traveling 
to China in the late summer/early fall.  Mengmeng's 
goals were to learn more about how a US professional 
society runs its operations, particularly those relating 
to the journals, the annual meeting, the membership 
function, and society governance.  ASPB hopes to 
continue to deepen its relationship with CSPP and its 
members and other plant scientists in China in 
general, and to boost subscriptions in that country. 

Summit 
The first strategic summit of plant science societies 
has been arranged.  Working with all ASPB president 
Sally Assmann and president-elect Tuan-hua David 
Ho, as well as Mel Oliver, Crispin Taylor has invited 
about two dozen plant science societies to the 
summit. Most are planning to send representatives.  

by Tim Sherman, Southern Section Rep to ASPB 
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ASPB Publications 

Subscription to both of ASPB’s journals have seen 
increased institutional online-line subscription and a loss 
of individual (about 17%) and institutional (8%) print 
subscriptions.  The society is still concerned about the 
affect of open access (OA) on society revenues and how 
the NIH OA mandate will play out with the Obama 
administration.  The society has some early data 
indicating the OA article in Plant Physiology are accessed 
more frequently than non-OA articles, but also have found 
that the OA articles are cited only slightly more frequently.  
It is on note that, because about 70% of article in Plant 
Physiology are contributed by members of ASPB (and so 
are not charged for OA publishing), the number of non-
OA citation in the sample size was relatively small.  More 
data will be needed before definitive conclusions about the 
impact of OA on journal can be made.  At this time, about 

63% of articles in Plant Physiology and 22% of those in 
Plant Cell are made freely available.  Of particular concern 
to the ASPB is the appointment of Harold Varmus, a 
champion of OA and cofounder of the Public Library of 
Science (PLoS), co-chair of the President's Council of 
Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST).  It is 
thought that Varmus may use his influential position to 
promote adoption of the NIH’s mandatory deposit OA 
model in other agencies.  Additionally, Francis Collins, a 
staunch proponent of OA and the NIH mandate, is a 
strong candidate to succeed Elias Zerhouni as NIH 
director, and Harvard Law School dean Elena Kagan has 
been appointed to be solicitor general.  Kagan strongly 
supported and presided over Harvard's adoption of the 
universities OA mandate last year; it would be her job to 
argue administration briefs in front of the Supreme Court.  
As you can imagine, publishers (including ASPB) have 
been doing there bit to promote their own perspectives on 
this issue.  In fact, they thrown their support behind a 
bipartisan bill will essentially overturn the current NIH 
mandate and replace it with a model for public access that 
was authorized in the America Competes act.  NSF favors 
this approach.  In this model, full public release of all 
reports submitted to the agency related to grant activity, as 
well as agency authored synopses of the research 
outcomes of funded projects will serve as a way to make of 
publicly funded research findings freely accessible.  ASPB 
is also work on other mechanisms to flourish in an OA 
future. 
 

Finances 

Although the financial portfolio has seen better days, 
with a loss about 26% in 2008, the operating budget was 
a bit more rosy, with a $258,000 net gain on an 
approximately $6-million budget.  Movement away 
from equities and into bonds should help with portfolio 
earnings until things improve in the market. 
 
Staffing 

In an unfortunate turn of events Brian Hyps has been 
forced to leave his position with ASPB due to an 
extended illness.  As ASPB’s lobbyist to Congress, 
Brian was a key member of the staff and will be sorely 
missed.  Crispin Taylor has been working with Gary 
Stacey (Public Affairs Committee chair), the three 
current presidents, and Doug Randall and Jim Siedow 
to develop an interim plan to ensure that ASPB 
continues to have representation in Congress and with 
the new Obama administration 
 
Strategic Planning and Business Development 

In October of last year, an ASPB committee looked into 
the possibility that ASPB might develop some kind of 
literature filtering that has been tentatively dubbed 
“Plant Biology Research Central”.  The intent was to 
create an extensive, robust service that involved both 
algorithms and humans to identify - in real time - the 
most compelling plant biology papers, no matter where 
they were being published.  The committee felt that 
such a service would be of considerable value to ASPB 
members and the research community as a whole, and 
thus would likely provide an additional (and eventually, 
perhaps, replacement) revenue stream to that currently 
provided by journal subscriptions.   This is certainly an 
interesting innovation, but is still in it’s infancy at this 
point. 
 

Crispin Taylor’s travel to Sectional meetings.   

Crispin makes a point to attend sectional meetings on a 
regular basis.  Due to increased demands on this time, 
we will be able to attend each Sections meeting only 
every other year.  This year he attended the Midwestern 
Section meeting (in Illinois in mid March) and the 
Western Section meeting (in Arizona in late April).  
Next year, he will attend Southern and Northeastern 

Sectional meetings. 
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A final note from Kelly Major, 2008-2009 Chair of the SS-ASPB 
Thanks to all participants for an excellent meeting.  Special thanks to Paxton Payton for elevating 
his stress levels for the cause and all of his efforts in organizing this year’s excellent meeting.   
We are greatly appreciative of the help provided by our local coordinator, Stan Roux and the 
University of Texas support team.  Again this year, Dalton Gossett and Stephen took it upon 
themselves to haul the poster boards from Shreveport to Austin.  We thank them for their 
continued generosity. 
 
See you next year and Please Vote! 
 

Elections results for 2009 
Results of the 2009 elections were announced earlier this year and again at the General Business 
meeting at the conclusion of this year’s conference in Austin, TX. 
 
Dr. Stephen Banks was elected Chair for 2009-2010 
Dr. Paxton Payton was elected Vice-Chair for 2009-2010 
Dr. Rebecca Dickstein was elected Secretary/Treasurer for 2009-2010 
 
The past Chair, Dr. Kelly Major, was elected to serve on the Executive Committee, and Dr. 
Timothy Sherman was elected to replace Dr. Caryl Chlan as the SS-ASPB representative on the 
parent ASPB Executive Committee. 

Meeting site for 2010 
The 2010 site for the annual meeting will be in Knoxville, TN.  The dates for the meeting have not 

yet been set, but will likely be a bit later than usual (April) as the weather will be warmer and more 
accommodating than earlier in the spring semester.  Elena Shpak and Brad Binder will serve as 

local hosts and will assist Rebecca Dickstein with coordination of the event.  Contact Rebecca 
Dickstein, SS-ASPB Secretary-Treasurer (contact info below) for more information.  Look for 
additional details in the Fall 2009 newsletter. 
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The candidates for 2010-2011… 
Our executive committee nominates a candidate for each position from within the current executive committee.  This 

allows for continuity in these important offices.  You can vote for the person that we have nominated or a write-in 

candidate of your choice.  

This year we are nominating: 

Rebecca Dickstein for Vice-Chair 
Paxton Payton for Chair 
Stephen Banks for Executive Committee in the coming election by the membership.   

For the position of Secretary/Treasurer, the Executive Committee identifies two individuals who are willing to serve 
and put them up to the general membership for a vote.  This year, Drs. Paul Stephenson and Jay Shockey are running 

for the position of Secretary-Treasurer (2010-2011).  A brief biography for each is presented below. 

Dr. Paul Stephenson 
He earned a B.A. in Biology in 1984 from Hartwick 
College in Oneonta, NY.  He completed a Ph.D. degree 
in Plant Biology in 1998 under Bernard Rubinstein at the 
Univ. of Massachusetts, Amherst.  From 1998 through 
2000, he held a position as a visiting Assistant Professor 
of Biology at Rollins College.  After briefly teaching at 
Ohio Wesleyan University (2000/2001) he returned to 
Rollins College in 2001 and was promoted to the rank of 
Associate Professor in 2007.  His current research interests 
include investigating the regulation of hydrolytic enzyme 
secretion in carnivorous pitcher plants (particularly 

Nepenthes ventricosa), cloning and characterizing candidate 

enzymes, and using fluorescent in situ hybridization to 
localize their expression.  In 2007 he began a new 
research project in collaboration with researchers at the 
Florida Institute of Technology.  This investigation 
studies the hydrolytic enzymes involved in mixotrophic 
metabolism of toxic algal bloom causing dinoflagellates. 
He has also worked on projects studying programmed cell 
death during floral senescence and vascular tissue 
differentiation, and is particularly interested in proteolytic 
mechanisms that are involved in cell death in plants.  He 
is the recipient of a major research instrumentation grant 
from the NSF and has been awarded grants in aid of 
research from the Sigma Xi, the Univ. of Massachusetts, 
Ohio Wesleyan Univ., and Rollins College.   Paul teaches 
the following courses at Rollins: genetics, botany, general 
biology, molecular biology, and a variety of biology 
courses designed for undergraduate non-science majors.  

Dr. Stephenson has been a member of ASPB since 1996. 

He earned a B.S. in Biochemistry from New Mexico 
State University in Las Cruces, NM in 1992.  He 
completed a Ph.D. degree in Molecular Biology from 
NMSU in 1996.  From 1996 to 1998, he held a National 
Science Foundation postdoctoral fellowship in Dr. John 
Browse’s laboratory in the Institute of Biological 
Chemistry at Washington State University.  He 
continued in Dr. Browse’s laboratory until 2003, at 
which time he accepted a position with the Industrial 
Oils group in the Commodity Utilization Research Unit 
at the USDA Agricultural Research Service, Southern 
Regional Research Center, in New Orleans, LA.  In 
2005, he was promoted to a permanent position as a 
Research Plant Geneticist and in 2006 became the Lead 
Scientist of the Industrial Oils project.  His interests 
have long focused on the study of lipid metabolism, 
with a particular focus on the genes and enzymes that 
control the synthesis of fatty acyl-coenzyme A and 
triacylglycerols in oilseeds.  His work contributed to the 
successful funding of Arabidopsis 2010 project and 
other large NSF grants in the Browse laboratory that 
aim to decode the functions of various uncharacterized 
lipid metabolic genes in Arabidopsis, castor bean, and 
other high-value oilseed crops.  Dr. Shockey has been a 
member of ASPB since 2006. 

 

Dr. Jay Shockey 

Candidates for Secretary/Treasurer 
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Site selection for the 2011 meetings 
Winter Park/ Orlando Area 

The Orlando/Winter Park area has been proposed as a 
site for the 2011 SS-ASPB meeting.  Several choices are 
available for the conference site, including Rollins 
College (provided that the 2009 meeting date 
corresponds with spring break for the college).  Both 
Winter Park and downtown Orlando have hotels that 
could accommodate the conference.  Orlando 
International Airport provides service to all major U.S. 
cities and is located within a 30-minute drive of both 
Winter Park and Orlando.  In addition to the major 
attractions in the region (Disney, Sea World, Universal 
and MGM studios), the Orlando/Winter Park area has 
numerous other local attractions that may be of interest 
to ASPB members such as the Harry P. Leu Botanical 
Garden, the UCF Arboretum, Big Tree State Park, 
Wekiva State Park, The Morse Museum of Fine Art, as 
well as many restaurants and shops.  The 
Orlando/Winter Park venue may also attract ASPB 
members from the University of Florida , University of 
Central Florida, Florida State University, and the local 
USDA-ARS laboratories. 
 

Ocean Springs, MS 

Ocean Springs has been proposed as an alternate site 
for the 2011 SS-ASPB meeting.  The University of 
Southern Mississippi’s Gulf Coast Research Lab 
(GCRL) is available for the conference.  The 
Mississippi Academy of Sciences launched the 
laboratory with the opening of its first summer field 
program on August 29, 1947, at what is now the site of 
the Gulf Islands National Seashore.  Since then, the 
GCRL has fostered opportunities in education and 
research for students on its 50-acre site, adjacent to the 
Mississippi Sound.  The GCRL, facilities include: 
dormitories, a dining hall, teaching and experimental 
laboratories, aquaculture facilities, a research museum, 
and a marine sciences library.  Ocean Springs itself lies 
at the heart of the beautiful Mississippi Gulf Coast on 
the eastern shore of Biloxi Bay.  It’s known as the City 
of Discovery in recognition of the French establishment 
of a settlement there in 1699.  Located approximately 
midway between Biloxi and Mobile, AL, Ocean 
Springs offers access to Gulf Coast beaches, as well as a 
two-hour drive to New Orleans, LA, or Pensacola, FL.  
Points of interest include the Ocean Springs historical 
walking tour, Walter Anderson Museum of Art, Fort 
Massachusetts, Gulf Islands National Seashore, and – 
for sport enthusiasts – several golf clubs and charter 
boat tours.  The city also hosts annual events of 
interest, including art fairs, the Renaissance Fair, and 
other festivals.  Centrally located, Ocean Springs may 
draw members from both eastern and western 

boundaries of the “Southern Section 

All current of SS-ASPB can vote for officers and the upcoming meeting site.  If you are also current member 
of the ASPB national, you can vote online at: http://www.aspb.org/sections/southernvote.cfm 

If you have paid dues to only the Southern Section, you will have to vote via email.  Please contact Rebecca 
Dickstein Banks (beccad@unt.edu) and she will email you a ballot that you can use to vote. 

The voting deadline is July 10th, so don't wait! 
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Current officers 

SS-ASPB SUMMER 2009 

For more information 
and updates on 
meetings, student 
award, and officers 
elected, visit our 
website: 
 
www.ss-aspb.org 


